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DOCUMENTS in a variety of instances, and the policé of the prison is 


Accompanying the Commissionere’ | dependent on the cells as a place of punishment. We 
REPORT oe of > <0 rs which mental Senet 
eon een produce confinement in our sohtary cells. The 
ON PUNISHMENTS & PRISON DISCIPLINE. bodily health is in most instances affected if the confine- 
ment is protracted, and the diet is not moderately in~ 
creased, but on being released they soon recruit. 
6th. Persons are admitted to visit the prison by an or- 
der from a visiting inspector; and the relatives and friends 
of such prisoners as behave well; are permitted to see 
and converse with them through both the grates; the 
wooden grated door being shut, and a keeper in the en- 
try to hear all that passes—the interview not to last more 
than fifteen minutes; this is allowed once in three months’ 
by an order of the visiting inspectors. ; 
7th. The average number of male prisoners confined 
in one room at night is twenty-six—the greatest number 
at one time in a room 18 by 20 feet was 53. The num- 
ber of female convicts confined in one room is twelve 
averaged: The boys are kept in an apartment distinct 
from the mass of the prisoners, called the Prune street 
apartment, which is separated by a wall from the Wal- 
nut street apartment, where they work, eat and lodge— 
a few aged men are also kept there. 
8th. Prisoners have beén punished in the ceHs for an- 
natural crimes committed in the prison; but wé do not 
recollect of any prisoner having been convicted for any 
such offence committed in the prison. There have beer’ 
convictions in our courts for such offences’ ; 
Gambling is a vice to which convicts are very much 
addicted, and when detected are punished by confine- 
ment in the cells on low diet. Drunkenness has oe- 
curred in a few instances, from the introductidn of |i- 
quor by draymen and carters, who visit the prison yard 
on businéss, but it is rare. The prisoners are locked up 
3d point. There is a principal keepe?, and eleven de- | in their rooms at sun-down, winter and summer; a lam 
puties. The salary of the principal keeper is $900 p. an. | is suspended from the centre of the ceiling of each room 
and he has the use of three rooms, a kitchen and yard, | by which light is afforded sufficient to read by, and they 


Answer of the Inspectors to Questions proposed by the 


Commissioners. 


The board of inspectors of the prison of the city and 
county of Philadelphia, having received a communica- 
tion from Edward King and Thomas §, Wharton, esq’s. 
two of the commissioners appointed by the Governor of 
the State of Pennsylvania, to revise the Penal Code, and 
referred the same to a committee of three of its mem- 
bers, who made the following report; which was read, 
approved, and ordered to be transmitted to the commis- 
sioners above nained. 

[Extract from the miniiles.] 

The committee to whom was referred the letter of 
Edward King and Thomas J. Wharton, esq’s. two of the 
commissioners appointed to revise the penal code, re- 
port the following as answers to the questions proposed, 
Viz. 

To the first point. We answer that the prison in Wal- 
nut street was built in 1774, as appears by the stone in 
front of the building. The lot is 200 feet front on Wal- 
nut street, and runs southwardly to Prune street 400 ft. 

There are 24 cells for the men, and 12 for the women, 
intended as solitary cells when built. _ 

2d point. The salary of the physician is $300 per an- 
suthviadie 2aits the prison once every d#y, and oftener if 
necessary. The medicines are purchaséd from differerit 
druggists in the city, by quantities at wholesale prices, 
as they are wanted. 


and his washing and ironing done. are permitted to converse and read until 9 o’clock, when 
. . or . rn a bell is struck and silénce ensues. 
The deputies receive different compensations, viz. 9th. The working hours in summer are from 6 Ay Mv 
2 keepers in front, each $700 per annum; to 7 P. M.; in winter from 7 A. M. to 5 P. M. 
6 keepers in the yard, $750 per annum; . 


. . The number é¢mployed sawing stone varies ac¢ording’ 
I superintendant of weavers, $600 ee ne to the demand for that kind of labour; and the number 
2 keepers in prung strect apartment, $700 p. annum. 


of men suited to it, say from 160 to 200, so also in the 
To the 4th point. There are now within the walls 592 


weaving and other trades. The labour of a prisoner in 
convicts, of these there are 501 males 91 females; white | sawing stone is various, according to the quality of the 
males 338, black males 163; white females 34, black fe- | stone, the strength of the man, the state of the weather 
males 57. 


and the necessity of shifting the stone from one position 
For further answers to this question we refer yotr to 


to another, from time to time. Good workmen have 
the papers made out for the Prison Society, now annex- | sawed 30 ft per week, so with weavers and other trades. 
ed to Mr. Roberts Vaux’s pamphlet. 


An industrious weaver has m sonve weeks wove 120 yds, 
To the 5th point. We are not able to say with cor- 


The convicts are not allowed to work for their own betie- 
rectness, what is the greatest length of time that a con- | fit, although if they are industrious and héalthy, and as 
vict has remained within the walls of tlre prison, since | regards stone cutters, have good weather and constant 
the establishment ofthe present system, but so far as the | employment, they may have balance to their credit in 
knowledge of the present members of the board extend, | the accounts, which are kept according to law with each 
eleven years is the extent. 


convict. Instances have occurred, of considerable sums 
One prisoner was sentenced for life, but the judg- | having been paid to conyi¢ts on their discharge from 
ment was reversed, owing to a defect in some part of | prison. ; é 
the proceedings. We have known aconvict to have} The shoes and wearing apparel are manufactured in 
been confined within a s¢litary cell upwards of sixteen | the prison by the convicts, the institution finding the 
months, and this is the Iongest time. The effect of con- 


raw materials. Shoes and a few other articles are ma- 
finement is to make them ubedient and good prisoners | nufactured for customers, which are paid for to the 
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every working day in the year, which for 313 days, is 
$93 90 for each man. To give a proper view | will 
give the statement which was rendered, for one quar- 


ter, to my department, making the calculation tor the 
year— 


keeper, but we do not manufacture goods for public or 
private sale, on prison account. It has been deemed 
most profitable to work for others at certain prices for 
the labour of the prisoners. By this means we do not 
require a capital, except iyo employed in tools, &c. 
From the manner in which the penitentiary was origi- . 
nally engrafted on the gaol of the county of Philadel- 7 ae bakers, at $93 90, is nae = 
phia, the commissioners will perceive, that by law, the * onal ohiisees labourers, &c. employed 
commissioners of the county of Philadelphia furnish all satan a iol a ’ ‘ 657 30 
funds necessary to carry on the prison, which included, .- sien seed none ’ 1,408 50 
as well the convicts as the untried prisoners, and is un- ; .t . . 
der the government of one board of inspectors, except- 12 women, employed’ in washing, who are 












ing such balances as may be due from the different credited at 20 cents per day, e538 
counties, for their prisoners beyond what their labour $4,695 00 
produces, and such sums as are received from the work eee renee 


done by the prisoners. These accounts are made out 
according to the provisions of the act of assembly, which 
is no doubt familiar to the commissioners. From | I suppose 40 persons would be about the average num- 
seven to eight thousand dollars are received annually | ber employed. These are, as before stated, credited 
from the counties alone, and the county of Philadelphia | by jail-general. The counties from whence they come 
pays from twenty to twenty-five thousand dollars per | derive the benefit, and we are of course deprived of any 
annum, for the institution under our care, which as above | receipts for their cost. The propriety of the charge to 
stated includes both prisons. house expenses is thus explained. 

10th. The quality of the food is good; each prisoner PRISONERS 


has three meals per day. For breakfast, rye coffee . . 
; : ; S on... | Received from the Courts of Quarter-Sessions, Oyer and 
sweetened with molasses and 4 pound of rye bread; din- Terminer, and Mayor’s-Court, in the years 1821, 1822, 


ner, beef soup, a small picce of boiled beef, } pound rye 3° : 
bread; supper, mush made out of Indian meal, and mo- —o 1824, 1825 and 1826, for the following of- 


lasses and water. This is their food all the year round. 


You must be aware that the number sometimes varies. 











for which we receive six cents per yard; and in nocase |Bigamy — - . ; : 
is there any agreement but that the prices shall not be | Adultery - 
raised without due notice. 
= I will preface this article by stating that the men to rape 
empioyed for the jail are credited 30 cents per day, for to sodomy 
. ete eee rs 


11th. Religious worship is held in the chapel every alSlRlalala 
Sunday, by ministers of the gospel of different religious Quarter Sessions. =| alalal =| a 
denominations, who volunteer their services, principally | ————————————— 1 [FP 
presbyterians and methodists. Benevolent christians | Accessary to burglary 5 a 
visit the sick atall times, to talk to, znd pray withthem. | Larceny - - - - | 56| 7g| 70) 67) 68) 78) 
Religious worship is also performed in the female apart- | Assault and battery - : 1 1 
metit generally every Sunday morning. A society of | Forgery - - - - 1] 4 
ladies of the methodist and presbyterian denominations | Receiving stolen goods * 1} 4 1 
have for many years faithfully attended every Sunday |Perjury - - - = - 1; 1 1 
afternoon, to teach the female convicts to read and gene- Conspiracy . : ° 3 
rally to give them religious instruction. A bible class |Bigamy - - - : 1 1 
has been formed among the men, by a few religious Disorderly house - - 1 3} 1 
young men of our city, who attend every Sunday. If the | Passing counterfeit money - 5| 41 3) 4 
convicts “e the solitary _ request the aid of a clergy- | Assaultto murder -.— - 1} 1) 2} 
man, it is always granted, but they are not visited bya : 
clergyman while thus confined, except it be when ior Gym ant Semper. 
are under sentence of death. Accessary to burglary - li Q 
12th. We are not able to answer, as no enquiry has |Burglary - - - ~- | 10) 19) 9} 7| 7 3 
ever been instituted. Murder - - - - a 3 3 
13th. There was a general insurrection in the spring |Larceny - - -— - 6} 1] 6 4 
of 1821, in which one convict was killed and another | Concealing death of bastard 1 
wounded. Some few attempts to escape have been | Manslaughter - - = - Fe 
made; some few have succeeded in getting over the | Robbery - - - - 2 2 
wall, but have always been re-taken and brought back. | Assault and to murder : 1 1 
— | Conspiracy - - - 2 
Answers to certain additional questions proposed to the In- Forgery - . “ ” 1 
spectors of the Philadelphia Penitentiary. | Assault and battery - - 8 
1. A statement of the receipts for goods manufactured | Arson . . . : | 3 1 
and sold cannot be ascertained without an expense of Receiving stolen goods r 1 
time, labour and attention, which the actual business of | Misdemeanor - - - 1 1 
the institution must prevent. | Assault and battery to rape 1 | 
2. The employment of the prisoners depends entire- | to rob 1 | 
ly upon the wants of individuals unconnected with the | Masss'e Ci | 
institution. The inspectors, having no capital as a cor- eile 
poration, do not purchase the raw materialin any case, | Larceny - . ° ~ 4137)/132/143}118)152) 75 
except what is necessary for convicts clothing. We | Receiving stolen goods : 4! 
have no agreements with persons employing the men, | Conspiracy - - - 1) 1; 2} 2 
which can justly be construed into a contract. Farming |Misdemeanor - - = - 1) 1] 2 1] 3} 1 
the men out is not thought of, and it is searcely practica- | Assault and battery - ° i) 4) 4| 2) 4 
ble, from the nature of occupations which are carried Passing counterfeit money - 4 3] 9| 6| 6 1 
on. Stone in blocks, from the quarry, is sent to us to | Disorderly and baudy house 3 It 8| 2 
be sawed, for which we receive 18 and 20 cents per |Forgery - : : : 3} 2} 2] 4] 1 
foot. 10| 21 7 
1 
1 


Assault and battery to kill 
1 


; 
Yarn is sent to be dyed and worked into cloth, | Conspiracy to break prison | 
| 
ws 
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Return of Convicts received into the Old Penitentiary | For : : 
from the several counties, in 1825 and 1826. Ph. ae 
| Arson 4 
Convicted and brought to the Philadelphia Prison in the Forgery, uttering & pass. 16 
year 1825—358 prisoners—from the following | Horse stealing - 
counties: Receiving stolen goods 1 
Philadelphia 274 | Bradford 3 | Burglary 7 
Lancaster 10 | Erie 3 3 fayhem 1 
York 4| Mifflin 1 ee 1 
Fayette 3 | Susquehanna 1 | First Conviction 931 | Murder 2nd degree 8 
Lebanon 2| Berks 1| Second do 42 | Bawdy house 4 
Cambria 1 | Somerset 2; Third’ do 17 | Manslaughter 2 
Allegheny 2| Tioga 1|Fourth do 5 | Attempt at larceny and 
Northampton 9 | Crawford 9| Fifth do $03 assault and battery 1 
Huntingdon 3 | Westmoreland 1 —— | Misdemeanor 1 
Bedford 3| Lehigh 1 296 | Assault & battery to rape 1 
Cumberland 1} Mercer 1 aes to kill 4 
Union 1} Washington 5 | Si torob 1 
Montgomery 7 | Northumberland 1 o nes and battery 1 
Delaware 4) Lycoming 2 eee ~ 
Chester 13 | Bucks 1 Burglary and larceny I 
Sauenients 9 Breaking cellar 1 
Total 358 Larceny and escape 1 
: | Larceny 231 
Whites 228 | Males 2883 | 296 
Blacks 130 | Females 75 | 
358 | 358 | Report of the Commissioners for the erection of a new 
penitentiary to the Legislature in 1825-6. 
For the following offences: || To the Senate and House of Representatives of the Com- 
Horse stealing — 7 monwealth of Pennsylvania. 
Slee ee 7 _ The commissioners appointed to superintend the erec- 
a 3 | tion of a penitentiary within the city and county of Phi- 
Rape 5 | ladelphia, respectfully report: that in obedience to the 
Burglary 14 provisions of an act of Assembly passed March 1, 1825, 
Passing counterft. money 16 | they directed their Architect and Superintendant, to 
ieaiar Deities ” “g | prepare the necessary estimates, which are herewith 
First Conviction 270 Receiving stolen goods 1 | — ited. : ° 
teumd de or ‘ieee 6 | rom these estimates it appears that the probable ex- 
Third do 15 Robbery 9 | pense for the completion of the penitentiary, will be 
Weuati ‘dn 4 Manslaughter 1 | one hundred and eighty-six thousand seven hundred and 
Fifth do 2 Perjury ¢ | any tiie 
—— Conspiracytodefraud 3 | The probable cost of the Centre Building including a 
358 | Assault and battery 5 | Peservoir for holding water, is stated at three thousand 
tae 1 | six hundred and sixty dollars; and a block of cells, con- 
ae a hill g | taining thirty-eight cells, with the iron pipes necessary 


| thereto, is estimated to cost twenty-four thousand and 
panceny 263 | forty-two dollars. One block of cells is nearly finished, 
| and the foundations of two more laid, 
The value of materials on hand is estimated at six thou- 
| sand six hundred and sixty dollars. 
| The amount appropriated by law for the erection of 


aN ; : seh 'the penitentiary was two hundred and forty thousand 
Convicted and brought to the Philadelphia Prison in the | dollars, of which sum the Commissioners have received 


oo 


Murder 2nd degree 





5 


oe 


o2 




















year 1826—296 prisoners—from the following | two hundred and thirty-nine thousand dollars. The re- 
counties: | mainder, one thousand dollars, was received by Peter 

Philadelphia 236 | Washington 2 Mierken, formerly President of the Board, which he al- 
York 4 | Susquehanna 1 | leged he had lost, and the Commissioners never could 
Cumberland 3| Tioga g | recover it, In addition to the above sum received from 
Venango 1 | Montgomery 9 | the State Treasurer, the Commissioners have received 
Chester 6 | Union 1 | from the sale of two city lots the sum of fifteen hundred 
Mifflin 1 | f.ancaster 10 | and twenty-five dollars, making in all two hundred and 
Dauphin 2 | Centre j | forty thousand five hundred and twenty-five dollars.— 
Northampton 1| Beaver 9 | They have expended two hundred and forty thousand 
Bucks 10 | Berks 5 | one hundred and cleven dollars fourteen cents. They 
Fayette 3 | Lebanon 1 | owe for materials purchased and delivered twenty-three 
Allegheny 1 | Bradford 1 | hundred and eighty-two dollars and nine cents; and the 
balance in the treasury is four hundred and thirteen dol- 

996 | lars eighty-six cents. as ae 

The Commissioners further report: That in their opi- 

Whites 179 | Males 232 | nion four blocks of cells which form part of the original 
Blacks 117 | Females 64 | plan may be dispensed with for the present, without 
ree material loss or injury, but how long depends upon cir- 
296 | 296 | cumstances not in their power to calculate, but while 
=— === | they express this opinion they cannot but state, that it 
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would be most consistent with economy to finish the 
whole at once, and they believe it can be done in the 
course of the ensuing year if adequate funds are pro- 
vided. 

If it should however be deemed best to dispense at 
present with the four blocks of cells above mentioned, 
it will thenrequire the sum of 89 thousand one hun- 
dred and twenty-four dollars and nine cents, as is stated 
in estimate No. 2, annexed, to finish the rest of the 
work and pay outstanding debts. 

A true copy. 
GEO. RUGAN, Clerk. 
August 12, 1826. 


Returns received from the Arch street Prison. 
1st. The number of persons committed as vagrants 
and disorderly persons, in the following years, colour 
and sex. 
TOTAL, 
1823. Vagrants: male whites, two hund ed 
and fifty-six; female whites, two hun- 
dred; male blacks, two hundred and 
fifty; female blacks, two hundred, 

Disorderly male whites, one hundred and 

fifty-one; female whites one hundred 

and sixty; male blacks, 134; female 
blacks, one hundred and forty, 

Vagrants: male whites, three hundred 

and ninety-five; female whites, three 

hundred andtwenty; male blacks, three 
hundred and one; female blacks, two 
hundred and forty-one, 

Disorderly male whites, one hundred and 
forty-nine; female whites, one hundred 
and eighty; male blacks, one hundred 
and seventy; female blacks one hun- 
dred and sixty, 

. Vagrants: male whites, three hundred 
and sixty; female whites, three hundred 
and thirty-five; male blacks, four hun- 
dred; female blacks, three hundred and 
eighty, 

Disorderly male whites, one hundred and 

sixty-eight; female whites, one hundred 

and sixty; male blacks, one hundred 
and eighty; female blacks, one hundred 
and ninety-two, 

Vagrants: male whites, four hundred 

and thirty-seven; female whites, two 

hundred and twenty; male blacks, two 
hundred and forty; female blacks, three 
hundred and thirteen, 

Disorderly male whites, one hundred and 
forty-nine; female whites, one hundred 
and twenty-one; male blacks, one hun- 
dred and fifty-niné; female blacks, one 
hundred and seventy-one, 600 

2. The number of prisoners returned on the calendar 
of the courts of oyer and terminer, quarter sessions and 

Mayor’s Court, for the folllowing year, sex and colour. 

1823. Oyer and terminer; male whites, seven; 

female whites; three; male blacks, seven; 
female blacks, six 

Quarter sessions; male whites, one hundred 
and sixty-nine; female whites, one hun- 
dred and thirty-four; male blacks, one 
hundred and ten; female blacks, one 


906 


585 
1824. 


1257 


659 


1475 


1826. 


1210 


to 
Go 








hundred and seventeen 530 
Mayor’s court; male whites, two hundred 
and one; female whites, fifty-nine; male 
blacks, one hundred and thirty-five; fe- 
male blacks, one hundred and one 496 
Number total for trial 1049 
1824. O.&T. male whites twelve; female whites 
seven; male blacks nine; female blacks 4, 32 


PENITENTIARY DOCUMENTS. 


yArau 


Q.8. male whites one hundred and eighty 
three; female whites one hundred and 
forty; male blacks one hundred and six- 
teen; female blacks one hundred and 

















four 543 
M. C. male whites one hundred and forty- 
four; female whites fifty-seven; male 
blacks seventy-seven; female blacks sixty 
one 39 
Number total for trial 914 
1825. O. & T. male whites eleyen; female 
whites five; male blacks six; female 
blacks none 22 
Q. S. male whites one hundred and fifty- 
eight; female whites eighty-six; male 
blacks eighty-nine; female blacks one 
hundred and twenty one 454 
M. C. male whites two hundred and thir- 
teen; female whites fifty; male blacks 
eighty-seven; female blacks fifty-two 402 
Number total for trial 878 
1826. O. & T. male whites ten; female whites 
one; male blacks seven; female blacks 
three 21 
Q. S. male whites one hundred and eighty 
four; female whites ninety-eight; male 
blacks ninety-five; female blacks one 
hundred and twenty-four 501 
* _M.C. male whites one hundred and thirty- 
three; female whites thirty-four; male 
blacks fifty-six; female blacks forty-nine 272 
Number total for trial 794 
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Return of the number of Indictments, ignoramused, 
tried, &c. in the Quarter Sessions of Philadelphia 
county, for 1821, 2, 3, 4, & 5. 























es) Pies zz 
S § S&isa.°i = % 
Years, Si) S| iFs| 21 3 
= g = oe 
sie siss *!] 8 
gs} | 5 : S 3 
al ee ae a 
1821. = 
March Sessions | 42 | 18 | 23 | 15 | 22 | 120 
June 27 22 | 19 27 | 42 iS? | 
September | 37 | 28 | 24 | 30 | 45 | 164 
December 163 | 9 | 14; 12 | 29 | 127 
1822. | —_. | 548 
March | 16 8 |15/}12/)19 70 
June 30 |} 11 | 29 | 16 | 18 | 104 
September | 33 | 16 | 30 | 17 | 32 | 1281 
December | 9! 2118) 15 | 27 el 
1823. | | ——| $73 | 
March 14;}17|29;} 5;19 4 
June 3 9 | 16 | 16 | 27 | 105 
September | 35 | 15 | 23 | 13 | 32 | 118 
December 27 4 | 23 | 8 | 32 94 
1824. — | 401 
March 40 | 13 | 18 8 | 40 | 119 
June 60 | 20 | 22 | 18 | 61 | 181 | 
September | 30 | 20 | 20 | 33 | 41 | 144 
December 15 8 | 16 | 17 | 22 | -78 
1825. | — | 522 
March 38 | 12 | 19 | 18 | 24 aq 
June 19 |19 | 12| 98143] 91 
September 78 | 13 | 17 | 31 | 32) 171 
December 22 | 21 | 39 | 26 | $3 | 141 
seegedlanne Spoons ieee beaeeinai 514 
Aggregate 672 |285 '426 |365 1610 2358 
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Return of the number of Indictments ignoramused, &c. Principal, fuel, &c. as before $800 
in the Court of Over and Terminer, Philadelphia, Four assistants, fuel, &c. $400 each 1,600 
in 1821, 2, 3, 4, 5, & 6. Clerk, 500 
sect niin al sacha Two Physicians 00 
| Year Billsigno-\ True bills Convicted) Acquitted| Sentenced) Contingent services 300 
ramused. | found. to death. 
a eee $5,669 
182] 7 40 18 10 1 
|1922 28 12 10 3d. Query. What will be the probable expense of 
| 1823 - 18 12 | 3 | | keeping a convict for one year in clothing, subsistence 
1824 6 4 2 | and incidental expenses? 
1825 l 5 4 3 In reply to this the clerk informs me that at the pre- 
1826 3 10 4 4 ||senttime ‘‘ the expense of maintenance and clothing of 
| or | | | a convict for one year, in the western penitentiary, in- 
15 107 54 34 1 


| 
en SD 


A List of weavers discharged from the Prune street Prison 
from the 19th June, 1824, up to the present date 1826. 
1824. 
Henry Patton, time up, June 19th 
Jonathan Blake do. 21st 
Joseph Mitchell pardoned July 24th 
John Williams do. October 25th 
John High time up December 18th 
Edgar Butler do. 21st 
1825. 
Robert Rice do. January 1st 
Henry Whitting do. - 22d 
Joseph Johnson do. June 18th 
Elisha Eckret pardoned July 11th 
William Mick time up August 29th 
Thomas Cutler pardoned September 9th 
John Jones time up - - 
Robert Henderson pardoned October 6th 
James Johnson time up - 29th 
1826. 
Thomas Eliwell do. Dec. 29th, re-convicted March 16th 
David ‘Evans <dlo. March 19th 
John Coyle do. 28th 
William Collins pardoned May 22d 
John Bennett time up - 23d 
James Glunt pardoned June 12th. 
JOSEPH S. KITE, Kererrer. 
Philadelphia, August, 1826. 


Pittsburg, August 24, 1827. 

Gentlemen—Since the receipt of yours of yesterday, 
I have directed my attention to your inquiries relative to 
our western penitentiary and now communicate briefly 
the result, as answers. 

1st Query. What are the number of prisoners in the 
state penitentiary in Alleghenytown a% this time? 

The number of convicts now in the penitentiary is 
thirty. ~ 

2d Query. What are the number of officers of that in- 


stitution, what salaries do they receive, and how many | 


will be required in the event of the prison becoming full 
of convicts, and at what salaries. 
The officers at present are 


1, One principal keeper furnished with fu- 


el, light, house room, and a salary of $550 
» 3. Two assistant keepers furnished as 
above and salaries $400, $350 750 


(The place of one of the assistant keepers 
is yet vacant.) 





4. One clerk; fuel and light and salary 400 
5. Two physicians each $100 200 
Add for contingent services 100 
$2,000 








It is believed that the foregoing organization will be 
adcquate to the custody and management of treble the 
number of convicts pow in the penitentiary. 

in the event of the prison becoming full of convicts, 
(190) the establishment will require an increase of offi- 
ceys and expense, as follows: 


cluding washing, cooking and fuel is $77 57, medical 
attendance not included.” As the number of convicts 
increases this expense will be less, probably $60 a man. 
No part of the cost of the government of the penitentia- 
ry, such as salaries, is included in the foregoing esti- 
mate. 

4th Query. What would be the probable aggregate 
expense of the whole establishment, supposing the pri- 
son to be full of convicts and completely officered? 


Answer. 190 convicts at $60 per annum, is $11,400 
Officers salaries, &c. 3,600 
Total annual expense, -  $ 15,000 


5th and 6th Queries. What further improvements are 
required in the prison for the security of the prisoners; 
and what further expenditures would be required to 
adapt the establishment to labour? 

What are your opinions as to the suitableness of your 
prison for solitary confinement, either now, or in the 
event of its becoming full; and what are the opinions of 
your board, individually and collectively on this subject; 
and how far have you tested, or attempted to test the 
principle of solitary confinement? 

The penitentiary is now nearly completed according 
to the prescribed plan. Defects in the plan have alrea- 
dy occurred to the inspectors, all of which can be reme- 
died without much inconvenience, or unreasonable ex- 
pense. The want of ventilation for the cells; some ad- 
ditional walls subdividing the yards before some sections 
of cells; separate privies for the keepers apartments; a 
considerable alteration in the interior of the main or front 
building, so as to render it capable of accommodating 
an additional keeper, are the prominent improvements 
required. From 1500 to 2000 dollars would accomplish 
the whole, and render it well adapted to its design—so- 
litary confinement. 

As respects a system of labour, I was at first appre- 
| hensive that considerable alterations would be neces- 
| sary for this purpose, but I havé*made a full inquiry and 
| examination, and am satisfied ‘that little else than the 
, erection of workshops is necessary to make it a most 
'admirable establishment, uniting the two systems of la- 
| bour and strict confinement. For such workshops, there 
|are ample spaces left, and in the most desirable posi- 
|tions. Three large workshops each about 40 feet by 50 
| may be erected, on each side of the central yard. These, 
|in my opinion, will contain ample room for the exercise 
_ of all the convicts, in every kind of trade that can be 

profitably employed in an establishment of this kind.— 
$3000 would build these six work shops, and enable the 
board to introduce the discipline of labour, either entire- 
ly or partially. To furnish you with the yiews of the 
| board of inspectors upon this subject, I annex a copy of 
| their report, transmitted to the legislature last winter. 
As to my own opinion, individually, I am decidedly in 
fayour of compelling convicts to severe labour. I have 
no idea of supporting a parcel of rogues in idleness at 
the public expense, under the visionary notion of send- 
ing them out to society again virtuous and regenerated. 
Yours, &c. A BRACKENRIDGE. 
lion. Epwanp Kine and Cuas. Suaren, 


Commissioners upon the Penitentiary system. 
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No. 4. ° 
A TABLE 


Shewing the number of persons (tried and untried) in the Prisons of the several counties of this state, in 
July, 1826, with their places of birth, sex and colour, as far as could be ascertained; with the population 
in each county, in 1820, compiled from the returns of the sheriffs. 


(No returns from seven counties. ) 














Names of Counties. |Population.) No. of | Pennsyl- Other | Foreign-| Males. | Females.| Whites. | Blacks. 
Prisoners\vania. States. ers. 
— ac i art mes a aS es ae — 
Adams - - 19,370 4 4 | 4 + 
Allegheny -— - 34,921 8 = jnot asrt’d) 
Armstrong - - 10,324 
Berks - : - 46,275 9 =|not asrt’d 
Bradford - - | 11,554 1 1 1 1 
Butler - - 10,193 
Cambria - : 3,287 
Centre : - 13,796 an 1 1 1 
Clearfield, - : 2,342 1 = not asrt’d 1 1 
Chester : : 44,451 14 11 3 14 11 3 
Columbia - - 17,621 1 _juncertain 1 1 
Crawford - : 9,397 
Cumberland ° 23 ,606 16 11 3 2 11 4 9 6 
Dauphin - - 21,653 8 7 3 8 6 2 
Delaware - - 14,810 2 2 2 2 
Erie - : - 8,553 5 2 2 1 5 § 
Fayette errs 27,285 2 2 2 2 
Franklin - . 31,892 14 10 3 1 12 2 12 2 
Greene - : 15,554 
Huntingdon - 30,142 3 3 2 1 1 2 
Indiana & Jefferson 9,443 1 1 1 1 
Lancaster - : 68,336 17 _—_—juncertain 14 3 11 6 
Lebanon - ° 16,088 4 3 1 3 1 3 i 
Lehigh =. 18,895 
Luzerne - - 20,027 1 1 1 1 
Lycoming -_ - 13,517 
Mercer - : 11,681 1 1 1 1 
Mifflin - : 16,618 
Montgomery . 35,793 7 5 1 1 7 6 1 
Northumberland - 15,424 2 1 1 2 2 
Perry - . . 11,342 1 1 1 1 
Philad. city & county| 137,097 142 54 67 21 113 29 88 54 
Schuylkill - - 11,339 3 2 1 3 3 
Somerset - . 13,974 1 1 1 1 
Susquehanna : 9,960 
Union - ° - 18,619 | 2 1 1 2 
Venango - . 4,915 1 1 1 1 
Warren . - 1,976 
Washington . 40,038 5 2 2 1 3 2 4 1 
Wayne Reo 5S 4,127 
Westmoreland - 30,540 2 2 2 2 
York - - - 38,759 5 4 1 5 4 1 








284 131 82 35 221 45 183 | 83 








PRISONERS IN THE OD PENITENTIARY. {Arriz 


248 


_—$———$ 





00 200‘s [ZZ Ssee*VIiIZ I8s‘9llsh SOILS; 











90 2g 
00 Tt PZ 16 
00 10b |9L 06% 
00 00€ | 0S FEI 
6% 291 
96 930 (6% SEP 
OT 26 
40 $$ 
92 611 
£y $9% | ES 6E 
$9 99 
bP OF 
00 Ot | SE 90E 
S$ & bs 8ST 
06 IZt | 22 EZ 
St OOF {$0 LZ 
04 T4Z {$9 OS 
bZ oS 
00 OST | 0€ OIT 
00 SEL | 2b SET 
PE OLI 
89 6€ 
§ 99ST 16% SOL 
oF Lbh | Sh SI9 
ZE 3% 
86 ¢ 
| 00 @ 90 I0T 
|00 €8ZI | 08 SSSI 
| St 63 | 19 99OT 
: OS ‘8h 
6 08 
. rE I1% 
(b0 Ilb a2 SIE 
{ 
(00 106 | 0% 18% 
¥9 £501 | 22 96F 
; 
Paes i.My"\ -aounog 




















SPs 





sent aa So apne paaespelgen Sn pr Cicly.cindiendiliieheatbiatetieueans tesememanieeendateionhtetanen ee ae 








POOF JOL YET‘9TIZ6 G6S‘OT)SO 6aP'9 











Pad 








9% T% 6S 82 £ | 4J61T &¢ 
by IP 08 9F 
8% SET 120 St% ¥ TZ BOT |S 92 
65 9Ib {$2 S16 6I || 2h OFF | LL OIF | SF Bt 
Zv¥ SPL | 46 Z2% v oto 9¢ 026 |\SS $9 
€I 6§ BV 92 9 sto 9F 69S | 60 8h% 
PI 02% [Sh tO $T £9 $9€ | 0 EST 
96 SIT |90 0% 9 TZ TOE | 1% 6S | ZT VEL 
4b 0% bs SS T 8I 2g $v SZ 
£6 &9 00 6 
SE SIT |00 $2 ¥ 9T GG | £6 OST [09 EST 
86 FZ Te PIL 3 ¥6 6ST | F9 8 gS o¢ 
09 9 $& £2 ¥ £6 FF 18 €3t 
66 9F Sv LZ T £% SOG | 82 BI 
VE SIF 199 zB tL || 20 OS | TE 900 19S SIE 
vs ST T 68 ¥9 0€ OF 
0@ 88 |26 IST j 10 006 | 0% OG [SE TS, 
99 PBL | ITZ 19% ¢ Gh ESI | H9 LHS 189 FOZ 
86 GFL 129 LSzI 7 100 2 63 009 |9€ 299 
Ov 08 vt Set j PP ISt [6 62 
Of 9ZT | 9h BS v It Sir | 28 og 
£6 69 06 BG 
6 22 Th SI% 9 00 08 $O 6hI |9T £F 
4Z 191 {IT oes Z 09 82E {26 661 
O8 I€l | 8 121 £ %%% 18 {OL 39 
68 89 240 1% ¥ 00 03 |ShP SST |ZE ZB 
82 V0O8 | 12 SIFT 61 00 O9E |ZI S69 | &9 FOL 
09 € 46 § T 89 O86 | #2 60T | fF 9F 
OL IZ 89 SZ c ‘00 OTT j9E 18 £8 $@ 
cy IZ 8h ZZI ¢ Sv ZZ G6 6ET | 61 ¥9 
O08 P8OT | 09 OFS cy ||89 SIPL | ZT OFST | £2 896 
48 Zbl |8F PIC ¢ 8f BIZ | Ih SOL 196 06 
Ot 89 709 OTT ¢ 40 4ST |}20 GL |%0 9F 
G6 SLT | Il 98% ¢ ob tS | GE OFT [c8 T8 
16 GE | St PES 8 $9 SES |%6 TEE 
88 P9E | 39 089 €— ||) $8.9S€ | £0 O@h |9F $96 
GF Stl |Z2 69E 6 St £246 |86 60% | 28 OSE 
OF 6h9 | 2% OPIT £Z ||00 OS2Z |66 ZZ |68 629 
“PPe4) 292 _|$228U0/) ||P 294 1,UF| -aounpog | *31Pa4) 
‘CC8T ‘T@8T 
“269 ‘Ryunos yaa 04 adanyo ponuunoyj Duy 








61 && 

%% 88 

9¢ PST 
09 $9 
It 9€€ 
g¢ L19 
49 OIE 


8 EZE 


£9 28 
£6 TZ 
eS vee 
61 9ST 
¥Z 891 
82 8T 
48 612 
69 ¥6 
6$ GAT 


{&€ OFF 


s9 P9cl 
BE TIZ 


| 86 SOT 


el %6 
1% GT 
ZS 8LE 
VE Sel 
$2 LEZ 
tL 86ST 
4 OPT 
1% ZOT 
Il ¥0% 
06 8822 
&v P6T 
90 801 
TL 206 
62 %S9 
6 S89 


68 6S¢ 
8 Zest 


q 





NANYFHRH KRACK HAN 





86P 10S 900°4 \6F SEO6TyHS OFS |S0 922°2e 


wr 


PONT A HOD CO 


nN 


2H 41809 0H OHM OOS 
“ o 


wm 
N 








ES et ne 









viydyaperyd 























BLIqUitD 

A129 

PurpIaquinyyIoN 

spng 

JOSIDWIOG 

34d 

Surwmoos"} 

89 98h [Zh tbr | £0 22s |0S #92 a 41x 
2% Itl | 28 S6I |60 ZES ¥ use MA 

6Z SS | Tse 168 EI% | £% S99 IL PUY[210UNS AA 
6% 9 20 6h |%6 ZIT | 96 99S Z uo, Suryse MA 
v6 Z 06 § 8 9 T oZuvus A 

bZ $61 12626 195 982 S uo 

1996 {28 29 |&6 Sst g vSOLL 

168 &@ 108 *F |E9 LZ z TeyAnyos 

6% £91 1869S | 2% 002 ¢ wuuvyonbsng 

8f SZ4I |00 6§ 8 SIZ ¥ uo;dueqyoN 

66 1% 19S FHL |0F 99T Zz 190194 

28 9 as F ve II I UA 

19 Z0€ |2Z6 OSs {SE 68 |S9 6SF S A190 uo, 
rss 19 29 jog 2 It ¢Z I uourge’] 
79 46 |10 00 |0€ 8F € BFS ¥ ysryo’] 
¥Z 6F8 |68 OFZ |8h SzI | ZE 99E 9 duJeZNFy 
S$ €BZI | IS #28 16S POS | 06 SZET 0% Jaysvoue’y 
09 IZt |10 8% | 19 6IZ g eutipuy 

19 9S |S SS |B 6ST g uopsununy 

OF OFL |68 9F | 6% ZBI ¢ ouaad4) 

$8 10E |92 94 |%0 6% |08 SZT z uqyuery 
98 69 | ISI |O0F 10% ¥ anokey 

00 OI |S Ete 129 BS. |96 18% g oa 
Sb SOF 186 991 |90 #21 | 86 062 ¥ urydneg 
Z@ 802 19% S08 |90 62S [eS Z8IT lI DTEMELAC] 
$0 #Z4I |b I8l | SF OTL | 16 26% ¥ puvjrequng 
88 84 88 8Z T PAOJMBID 

8s |S2 er |Z Or [2 68 z anued 
46 488 |8I Srl | 6c Ih) |Z POST 0 1938949 
SZ OST 18S BIZ |6% 90L | 28 FEE 9 syleg 
€% 19% 120 9F |26 FS | 6 OOT ¢ JOABIY 
00 O61 |1Z 69 |08 SFI {IS SIZ ¢ Psojprig 
28 16S |8608L |$8 z2Z ot plojpog 

re Ice Iss ses |S Z9I |0% 90¢ 8 syong 
60 62 |0LZ 6I TE I Suonsury 

ct #9 |St cle |b bbe |S OTS 6 suepy 
OS £9c1 19% 68 |FL ZhF 100 Z6ZT 1% kuaySoyy 
‘2997 7910U0) Pp aat 7, “aUnjog “pipaty | Pq $701auU0/) “sa1qunoy) 





— 


“OZ8T | 





rq 79 hamyuapuag PIO ay} 2 ssouosrsy fo soqune ay, Duamays TT TUL 


Se EN 








PRISONERS IN THE OLD PENITENTIARY. 


1898.) 























nae _|sprauog |\p.924 yeuyr| -aoumg | “p04 




















SE OFG'S |9S DBL‘OTIOT BBS‘Slcr FII‘9g; LIQ |/00 190% 
ZE 8b 99 £T £0 99 T 
80 8 cr 99 OS FZ I 
40 96 £6 IT 00 8& T 
90 IP $6 SY To £8 c 
89 98 8b PEL |9T 12% v 
g¢ Z 48 ¥ cr SI it T 
[Ik ZOL |Z o¢ os Sst £ ‘ 
8& S79 {20 S$9ZL |0F OIF 0G Tg 902 
cy 99T {|9L BSE {8S FEF 9 
00 OOF {68 Of {19 ZTE [0S BFL ST 69 SSTT 
19 SZIT {8 26 tZ 68 co fst ¢ OT &6 
96 OIT | 0 FP 00 SSI & 
'90 28 
00 StI | 6I 26 vE SOT [EF 0% v 00 OST 
68 #2G {IT OCT {$6 6IS {90 POS Z 0% IF 
96 SE OL Z9— |90 00% v 
PS 69T | $8 PE 69 ¥8 FS 61% v 
46 I4Z {28 902 {02 OF9 | ZS LPST oS 99 Zl¢ 
$f 39 10 29 FL Pol G ST 98 
92 ZIT | 26 SIT {28 SOL | 8 12% € 9¢ OF 
100 00 {22 2ZE | Eh GET 10% 298 9 
| 28 IPPL | SF 286 |r O88 Ss ZSOLT ce 00 TOS 
|00 006 |9F FF ST 823 | 19 282% , 
89 SEP (8% FET | £8 6° Il SZ 9 00 OST 
oY 6¢ 48 8 6h 82 T 
|00 09 | FS HIG | 8S HIS | SI 6SS Z ‘00 6FT 
| 00 08 6Z 6€€ 192 GE {Ss Z99 It 
| 00 OOT {2 Sto |6rh £20 | 18 96P 6 
£0 SE | SP IP SZ OI 10% 2s G S% GOT 
00 SG& |S0 SOF TSS 6Zz | F9 789 vi $% fos 
S$ 6Z FC 86 68 221 £ VS 8ST 
Z6 SPT 128 22 62 £&% € 
ZZ 8S— |6S 6€ |9I 861 ¥ 
ZZ Z1SG |%8 9POT 1 ZI ZOO |66 SROT eo 
66 GSE | 6 ZEL {26 29 I€ $0 9 $9 TSP 
00 OSI [SP 2 OF EST 16 2ST ¢ 00 S3I 
‘99.20% {SS FOL ISI ZZE ol 00 00% 
68 SES |G FOS EL OFS ot 
62 67L |FI 28% ST 8tZ | 6% SIS 6 
€8 82 GL HL cs est z 60 98F 
00 00% |Z2b 68S [S6 Sth | LE STOL | “st |} 00 002 
at 747 “UDOT ‘pipasy 
*SZ8T i | 
"062 ‘hiunos yava 0} axanya yon 


6F 61 


ZG 
Ig 
67 
2S 
e¢ 
TZ 
SZ 
68 
tT 


> 


£% 
26 


82 
6¢ 
¥9 
SV 
£6 


92Z 
8 
Sv 
ZT 
Iv 
68 
86 
8z 
¥S 
248 
16 
ZS 
re 
06 
46 
c6 
S38 
OF 
oO 
$2 


SYP 
SZ 


—_—  —- 





tb 
Ig 
ss 
st 
Zt 
oe9 
8 
T&s 
oVV 


LL 
68 


Tot 
VCS 
8s 

FIT 
892 


ZT1 
OFT 
616 
Ter 
TOT 
al 

9% 
LO¥ 
8hs 
00% 


Ss 
Ss 
6 
98T 
LSI 
TS 
oot 
OS% 
L226 
Lov 


Sot 
6¢9 


ET .6¢ 
gs 2 

OF TZ 
Os 6F 
6b 2 

$2 69 
¥Z G6P 
fF OL 

¥8 6ST 
$9 821 


TZ 
vt 


68 
90 


o¢ 
SIL 
£8 
ost 
PSS 


&6 
oe 
0 
10 
84 


cv 
6S 
¥9 
8f 
ZL 
TS 
28 
60 
v8 
LS 
96 
00 
oO 
OT 
26 
oF 
or 
eS 
Iv 
8E 


GB 
9¢ 





19 

96 

Ov8 
PA 

Ort 
$2 

Ssg 
9% 
Alt 
ert 
£6¢ 
ovr 
eV 

cel 
088 
PES 
46 

APT 
eee 
6ST 


Zit 
ers 





‘Pe8l 


08 
¥6 
66 
90 
86 


9g 
00 
£6 
ge 
c6 
00 
oh 
£ 


29 
18 


—— 


8.2 
1g 
cot 
POL 
8 
£8 
Sort 
8T 
TR 
Tc9 


6PrT 
26 


oT 
6£¢ 
tT 
9G 
£6oT 


62T 
VS 
O9LT 
82z 
GL 
06 
819 
TZ9 
99P 
TIE 
LoL 
SLT 
2&1 
BE 
BOTS 
98¢ 
661 
86S 
O19 


T9S 


SEG 
GOST 


j 








uun ay; “py hapa] 1 hanpruazuagy PIO ey} Us 




















“Etst 





Ig ASLBI|LL O46 PLS -LEI'SS, £85 


29 








’ 











€9¢ 00 400% ,26 266616 SSO'FI|TF 9S0'9¢ wydpopryiyd 
ta | | Berguens 
T 66 -OT 6 OF mY Ald 
T $0 $¢ | €89 88 IF T | = pieoquinyion 
& 46 8T os ¥ LV & aa png 
¥ Ov Hh =| FV 8G «|B SL $ | JOSIOULOG 
t Old 
T Co IT | 06%L |{8T 98 tf Sunno0oA'T 
OI |)'2¥ L6h |108 S69 | 06 BP |} 02 GOTT 6t | ION 
. os 86.06 |€6%6 | TS 2st oe. ouhe AA 
Z |oo.00S 16802 |SE'8S (| 6at ¥ putpeiounss A 
Gq }00'00E |99 9SF | OL O6T | 9E-2EzZ SI UopSuIYst A 
oSuvus A 
y {$6 hh 198 TOL {SO OL | Th ZEr § uotuy) 
I 08.9 |9E ¢ 9€ SF T ‘eS0LL 
THAANYIS 
g 69 8ZI | 24619 | 6 O6T g vuusyanbsng 
9 0% I Il oP Ig ¢8 I uo}dureyyion 
£ Zz Ob 08 29 £8 £ IDIIII 
g 19 SST |OI 6ST |90 $9 ]9T ¥0% v UBT 
tw {kes.90§ 199 £46 7 hL SS9 | OF OTST SI A1dUI0B UO 
6§ ¥9 uoueqa’}| — 
G Wl£ees [98 OF 1960 Ig IF v ysyaT| 3 
v OF SOI | Sh ZI | $8 OSs v ousiezn’y| ™ 
66 || 00 OOIT | 28 996 | 8E $08 {$b OLZT SZ Joysvouv'y| S 
© 9¢ 09 €¢ 16 | 60 Z8I Sj vuvipuy/ % 
P 24626 [00 96 {LI ¥6Z ¢ uopsununy 
I to 8S I€ bP ¥6 28 c Qusd45) 
tt 48 9$% |€8 FIZ {02 LP 8 ulyUuB.y 
oI 0 OSF | 10 $9% {$0 SIZ ZI ayate| 
Z 00 006 {eg 24g |&r ZL |bL PST ¢ oW'y 
G || ch Sst [8 STE | 89 SEX | TS Fos Z urydneg 
€IE |) $$ 9OST [St Ess | TL OCF [6 £26 oT HVABIOT 
j 91 I9T |*S 8ST {90 9% {09 FST z puvpjequiny 
c }96 £8 |86 FL |S SOT € Ploparvig 
9 Z9 SBI 461 Sto [ET 8 [es Bes 9 DUI 
PS +] 08 SPST | 09 G98L ; TS EST | IL EVlE bP Ja}sayO 
Or v0 S8G |82 6G [SZ FES Z syi10g]| 
¥ € OLLT |19 6ST |00 0SZ € DARI 
Z £8 63G |060 991 |€8 $6E S PlOJPVAT 
ot O€ St |*8 SSt | FI 88h Z ee ‘moped 
SI ||92 STE |£0 OSS FES HOS [9% HES I syong 
Suonsusry 
v 16 Sst {09 $8I [IS Tt Z suepy 
13 SI 96 8S 6t8 |OL SSZt | Auaysetty 
WAT ASjIWUo,) |p Vat pup" “aaunjygqT | “7 Ipaet, ‘qa |sfa1auon ‘*sagUnoy 





suanwogis y JO saquinu ay} Furmays, 7 TIL 





250 


PENITENTIARY DOCUMENTS. 


(Aare 








The basis of the charge — convicts, in the co- 
jums headed debit, is for subsistence, eighteen cents 
per day. 

Clothing, seventeen dollars per year, average; shoes 
four dollars per year, average. 

The credits are for employments in which no tasks 
can bé given, thirty cents perday. Stone sawing ten 
aiid twelve cents per foot. Weaving three cents per 
yard; bobbin winders twelve and a half cents per day. 
Shoemakers thirty cents per pair for coarse shoes—the 
credits for this business advance in proportion as the 
a of the work improves. Junk and oakum pickers 

ve cents per day; the decrepid and infirm are generally 
employed in this department, and they scarcely make 


cost, provided they have not been sick, or have not sul- 
jected themselves to cell punishment. 

A steady stone sawyer can saw five feet per day; their 
task is about three, inasmuch as we are seldom hurried 
with labour of that kind. Weavers can easily weave 12 
yds p. day. Bobbin winders have the same as is allowed 
out of the prison. It will be seen by this, that it de- 
pends alone upon a man’s industry and good behaviour 
to earn more than his cost. 

There have been received in the Philadelphia Prison 
from the c 


a 1823]1824/1825]1826 











out one pound of oakum per day. Quarter Sessions 60 | 89 | 76 | 72 | 76 | 8&3 
In all cases where men have been employed at 30 cts. | |Oyer and Terminer | 20 | 22 | 18 | 22); 12|{ 9 
per day, they have irivariably earned more than their} |Mayor’s court 148 1145 |173 }138 [185 4184 


EXPENSES: 


A Statement of the Actual Costs from 1820 to 1825, inclusive: 


























1821. | 1822. 1823, 1824. 1825. 
Repairs of prison : - . 1834 95 | 1828 51| 1630 54} 1814 80} 1386 24} 1560 92 
Provisions - ‘ ‘ d : 13152 35 | 9893 62 | 15613 56 | 13836 47 | 14223 # | 13255 85 
Salaries - . - : - 9094 67 8291 54 9006 91 | 10416 85 | 10640 45 } 10546 46 
Oil - - - ° - - 916 72 1019 04 1238 48 1008 26 792 80 1302 98 
Wood < - - - - 1413 Ol 1628 83 2061 23 2117 38 2384 55 2936 89 
Drugs, milk, yeast, &c. - - 1082 87 1387 05 1937 32 1614 27 1394 56 1420 16 
Stationary - - “ . ~ 154 70 7 12 194 73 250 35 205 81} 170 46 
Prison house-farniture : : 414 40 375 00 461 49 420 00 500 33 544 31 
Blankets - - : “ ‘ 600 60 832 12 267 00 737 25 464 50 444 70 
Soap - - - - - 497 20 560 00 649 93 613 68 510 20 560 53 
Materials and labour in making ¢lothes,| 5106 33 | 6449 47 | 6860 20| 7736 05 | 8255 45 | 7952 18 
Leather and making shoes - ° | 1530 79} 4711 02} 123613 — 2460 86 1735 61} 1479 19 
Cooks, bakers, runners, servants, &c. 2670 00 | 2903 50 | 3405 40 | 3477 70} 4563 26 | 4521 17) 
g $38,467 99 | 36,876 82 | 44,062 89 | 46,503 42 47,057 33 | 46,695 70 


The average number of convicts, taken from the report 
of the visiting inspectors, which is furnished every two 
weeks, is for 





The average amount received from Philadelphix 
county, on account of the untried and vagrant prison- 


ers, is 11,633 13 
1820 . . - 470 Deduct cost 6,052 58 
hw «0 As opamp | 
Ms. ee 5,580 55 surplus to be added to 
ie is: ° oo the amounts received as per statements for convict pri- 
mM. elf OO son. The average number of vagrant and untried pri- 
ee ae soners for the six years is 216. 
6)313 Anecdotes of Anthony Benezet. 
522 He generally wore plush clothes, and gave asa reason 


The number of convicts in the columns of the state- 

ment, are those against whom accounts are opened every 
year. 
The amounts given as received from Philadelphia 
county, is not all that has been received—there is a con- 
siderable surplus from the untried and vagrant depart- 
ment, which is appropriated to the convict department. 
The following statement shows very near the amount. 
The cost of the untried and vagrant department to the 
convict prison, is for 


for it, that after he had worn them for two or three 
years, they made comfortable and decent garments for 
the poor. 

He once informed a young friend, that his memory be~- 
gan to fail him; “but this,” said he, “gives me one 
great advantage over thee—for thou canst find enter- 
tainment in reading a good book only once, but I enjoy 
that pleasure as often as I read it; for it is always new to 
me.” 


So great was his sympathy with every thing that was 


Beef, 30lbs.perday 0 82 capable of feeling pain, that he resolved towards the 
Bread, 324 lbs. 4 86 close of his life, not to eat animal Upon coming 
Molasses, 216 gills 2 16 into his brother’s house one day, When his family was 
Potatoes, 3 bushels 112 


8 96 for 365 days is 3271 40 
The average amount paid for salaries to 





dining upon poultry, he was asked by his brother’s wife 
to sit down and dine with them. “What! (said he) 
would you have me eat my neighbours?” 

Few men, since the days of the apostles, ever lived a 


keepers, &c. 2781 18 | more disinterested life. And yet, upon his death bed, 
. . he said, he wished to live a little longer, that “he mght 
Making the actual cost of that department 6052 58 | bring down se/f.”—Rush’s Essay. 
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STATEMENT OF THE COAL TRADE 


Of the port of Philadelphia, prepared by the Breakwater 
Y ombities of the Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce, 
Documents obtained by them from the Companies 

and individuals engaged in that business. 





Tus trade appears to have been commenced in the 
year 1820, when a small quantity of Coal was brought 
down the Delaware from Mauch Chunk, by the Lehigh 
Coal and Navigation Company, and has since been an- 
nually increasing. The following statement exhibits 
the Exports and Imports of this Company during the 
eight years since their operations commenced, viz. 





Imports, Exports. 

1820 365 tons None 

1821 1,073 « “ 
1822 2,440 *“ 73 tons 
1823 5,823 * 723 «#6 
1824 9,541 * $3,255 * 
1825 98,393“ 13,520 “ 
1826 31,280 * 12,769 * 
1827 $0,305 13,000 “ 
Total 109,220 “ 43,340 * 


_ 


SS 


In 1820 and 1821 there was no other Anthracite Coal 
at market, and in 1827 the quantity could have been in- 
creased, had not the attention of the Lehigh Company 
been occupied by making a rail way. It ought also to 
be observed that the Company is now engaged in effect- 
ing an ascending navigation; having had only a descend- 

ing one hitherto, this will be completed in sixteen or 

eighteen months, when the price of coal will be reduc- 
ed, and the ability of the Company extended to the sup- 
ply of 100,000 tons per annum, or a much greater 
amount, should the market require it, 

In 1827 about 100 vessels of 60 to 150 tons, chiefly 
belonging to Egg Harbour, (though some were Plais- 
ter, and other transient vessels from the Eastward) were 
employed by the Lehigh Company in transporting Coal 


The Lehigh Company estimate their exports for the 
year 1828 at 20,000 tons. 

The Coal Trade on the Schuylkill commenced in the 
year 1825, when 5000 tons were brought down by the 
New York and Schuylkill Coal Company, and others, 
and exported to New York. Since that period, several 
Companies and many individuals have engaged in the 
trade. The following list comprises the exports from 
Schuylkill for three years, viz. 





Exports. 
1825 5,000 tons 
1826 11,596 “ 
1827 21,004 ‘* 
Total 37,600 “ 








Here it must be remarked that the excessive toll on 
the Canal, and the imperfect state of the Schuylkill Nav- 
igation, prevented the Coal Companies and individuals 
engaged in the trade from bringing down the quantity 
of Coal they had prepared for market, and that these 
obstructions were not removed till the month of August 
of the year 1827. 

In 1827 about 220 vessels, viz. Brigs, Schooners and 
Sloops, from 100 to 250 tons burthen, and chiefly owned 
in NewYork, Boston, New Haven and New Jersey, were 
employed in carrying Coal from the Schuylkill, and sa 
great has been the demand for vessels, that almost every 
coasting vessel coming into this port, and not having 
other freight engaged, has been immediately chartered 
for the coal trade, and in many instances vessels have 
been sent to the Schuylkill from New York, in ballast, 
for the want of a better trade than that in which they had 
been previously engaged. 

It is estimated that 95,000 tons will be brought down 
the Schuylkill in 1828, and that 75,000 tons of that 
quantity will be exported. 

In 1827 the quantity of Coal brought from the Sus- 
quehanna by the Capes of Delaware, was 845 tons, em- 
ploying 10 vessels. Several thousand tons of Coal re- 
main in port, which could not be shipped for want of 


to the Northward of the Delaware, more than one half} vessels, and in consequence there is a deficiency of fue] 


ef which went to New York, 

















in many places which consyme the Anthracite, 





ESTIMATE 
Of the Value of the Anthracite COAL, TRADE from Philadelphia to various ports in the United States. 

Quantity | Quantity Total | Cost per| Total | Vessels | Vessels |Estimated| Total Total 
of coal | Exported| Lehigh Ton. | Value. , }employed jemployed | Average | value of | value of 
Year op aig from and by b value of | vessels, |Coal and 
m_|SchuylkilljSchuylkill Tehigh. |Schuylkill] each Vessels. 

Lehigh. ; vessel, 
‘| tons. |. tons. | — tons. 7 cee 
1825} 13,520 5,000 | 18,520 $7 ($129,640 100 50 $1,500 |£225,000 |$354,640 
1826} 12,769 | 11,596 | 24,365 170,555 100 100 1,500 | 300,000 | 470,555 
1827} 13,000 | 21,004 | 34,004 238,028 | 100 220 1,500 | 480,000 | 718,028 
1828} 20,000 | 75,000 | 95,000 665,000 200 750 1,500 11,425,000 12,090,000 
Attest, 


A. G. Ratstos, 
Secretary of Breakwater Committee of 
Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce, 


Philadelphia, January 28, 1828, 


J. J. BORIF, 
Chairman of the Breakwater Committee of 
Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce. 





EDWARD DRINKER. 


Ain Account of the Life and Death of Edward Drinker, 


His parents came from a place called Beverly, in the 
state of Massachusetts. The banks of the Delaware, on 
which the city of Philadelphia now stands, were inhabit- 


who died on the 17th of November, 1782, in the 103d|ed, at the time of his birth, by Indians, and a few 


year of his age. 


Swedes and Hollanders, He often talked to his com- 


Epwarp Daivxzr was born on the 24th of Decem- | panions of picking whortle berries and catching rabbits, 


ber, 1680, in a small cabin, near the present corner of | on spots now the 


most improved and populous in the 


Walnut and Second streets, in the city of Philadelphia. ‘city. He recollected the second time William Penn 
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came to Pennsylvania, and used to point to the place 
where the cabin stood, in which he, and his friends, that 
accompanied him, were accommodated upon their arri- 
val. At twelve years of age, he went to Boston, where 
he served his apprenticeship to acabinet maker, In the 
vear 1745, he returned to Philadelphia, with his family, 
where he lived until the time of his death. He was 
four times married, and had eighteen children, all of 
whom were by his first wife. At one time of his lifg, he 
sat dowh, at his own table, with fourteen children. Not 
long before his death he heard of the birth of a grand- 
child, to one of his grand-children, the fifth in succession 
to himself. 

He retained all his faculties till the last year of his 
life. Even his memory, so early and so generally dimi- 
nished by age was hut little impaired. fie not only re- 
membered the incidents of his childhood and youth, but 
the events of latter years; and so faithful was his memo- 
ry to him, that his son has informed me he neyer heard 
him tell the same story twice, but to different persons, 
and in different companies. His eye-sight failed him, 
many years before his death, but his hearing was uni- 
formly perfect and unimpaired. His appetite was good 
till within a few days before his death. He generally 
ate a hearty breakfast of a pint of tea or coffee, as soon 
as he got out of his bed, with bread and butter in pro- 
portion. He ate likewise at eleven o’clock, and neyer 
failed to eat plentifully at dinner of the grossest solid 
food. He drank tea in the evening, but never ate any 
supper: he had lost all his teeth thirty years before his 
death, which was occasioned, his son says, by drawing 
excessive hot smoke of tobacco into his mouth: but the 
want of suitable mastication of his food, did not prevent 
its speedy digestion, nor impair his health. Whether 
the gums hardened by age, supplied the place of his 
teeth in a certain degree, or whether the juices of the 
mouth and stomach became so much more acrid by time, 
as to perform the office of dissolving the food more 
speedily and more perfectly, I know not, but I have of- 
ten observed, that old people are most disposed to ex- 
cessive eating, and that they suffer fewest inconveni- 
ences from it. He was inquisitive after news in the last 
years of his life. is education did not lead him to in- 
crease the stock of his ideas any other way. But it is 
a fact well worth attending to, that old age, instead of 
oe always increases the desire of knowledge. 
It must afford some consolation to those who expect to 
be old, to discover, that the infirmities to which the de- 
cays of ngtyre expose the human body, are rendered 
more tolerable by the enjoyments that are to be deriyed 
from the appetite for sensual and intellectual food. 

We was remarkably sober and temperate. Neither 
hard labour, nor company, nor the usual afflictions of | 
human life, nor the wastes of nature, ever led him to an 
improper or excessive use of strong drink. For the | 
last twenty-five years of his life, he drank twice every 
day of toddy, made with two table spoonfuls of spirit, in | 
half a pint of water. His son, a man of fifty-nine years | 
of age, told me that he had never seen him intoxicated. | 
The time and manner in which he used spirituous Ii- | 
quors, I believe, contributed to lighten the weight of | 
his years, and probably to prolong his life. Give wine 
to him that is of a heavy heart, and strong drink to him 
that is ready to perish with age, as well as with sickness. 
et him drink and forget his sorrow, and remember his 
misery no more.”? ; 

He enjoyed an uncommon share of health, insomuch 
that in the course of his long life he never was confined 
more than three days to his bed. He often declared 
that he had no idéa of that most distressing pain called 
the head ache. His sleep was interrupted. little in the 
last years of his life with a defluxion on his breast, 
eee produced what is commonly called the old man’s 
cough. 

The character of this aged citizen was not summed 
up in his negative quality of temperance: he was a man 


of the most amiable temper: old age had not curdled 


| 
! 
| 
' 


hig blopd; he was yniformly cheerful and kind to every 
body; his religious principles were as steady as his mo- 
rals were pure. He attended public worship about 
thirty years in the Rev, Dr. Sproat’s church, and died in 
a full assurance of ahappy immortality. The life of this 
man is marked with severgl circumstances, which per- 
haps have seldom occurred in the life of an individ- 
ual. He saw and heard more of those events which 
are measured by time, than have ever been seen or 
heard by any man since the age of the patriarchs; he 
saw the same spot of earth, which at one period of his 
life, was covered with wood and bushes, and the recep- 
tacle of beasts and birds of prey, afterwards become the 
seat of a city not only the first in wealth and arts in the 
new, but rivalling in both, many of the first cities in the 
old world. He saw regular streets where he once pursy- 
ed a hare: he saw churches rising upon morasses, where 
he had often heard the croaking of frogs; he saw wharves 
and warehouses, where he had often seen Indian sava- 
ges draw fish from the river for their daily subsistence; 
and he saw ships of every size and use in those streams, 
where he had often seen nothing but Indian canoes; he 
saw a stately edifice filled with legislators, astonishing 
the world with their wisdom and virtue, on the same 
spot, probably, where he had seen an Indian council 
fire; he saw the first treaty ratified between the newly 
confederated powers of America and the ancient mo- 
narchy of France, with all the formalities of parchment 
and seals, on the same spot, probably, where he once 
saw William Penn ratify his first and last treaty with the 
Indians, without the formality of pen, ink or paper; he 
saw all the intermediate stages through which a people 
pass, from the most simple to the highest degrees of civi- 
lization. He saw the beginning and end of the empire 
of Great Britain, in Pennsylvania. He had been the 
subject of seven successive crowned heads, and after- 
wards became a willing citizen of a republic; for he 
embraced the liberties and independence of America in 
his withered arms, and triumphed in the last years of his 
life in the salvation of his country.—-Rush’s [ssay. 





LAW CASES. 
Twibill, Indorsee, at 
US. : 
M‘Cann. April 11, 1828. 

The action was brought on a promisory note drawn by 
the defendant to order, for $50; and now in the hands of 
a bona fide indorsee. 

The defendant gave in evidence that the note was 
signed under the fuilowing circumstances. In Decem- 
ber 1826, M‘Cann and the original drawee of the note, 
made a bet to ryn a horse and mare against each other, 
in Baltimore, for a large amount, and fifty dollars was 
fixed on for the forfeit, Promisory notes were exchang- 


Common Pleas. 


ed for that amount, between the parties, and the note in 


question was the one given by M‘Cann. The act of 
Assembly to prevent horse racing in Pennsylvania, was 
then read, making void all notes, &c. given on such con- 
sideration. 

For the plaintiff it was replied that the note was now 
in the hands of an innocent holder, who received it in the 
way of business; that the consideration could not be en- 
quired into; that the act of Assembly only referred to 
notes, &c. made on horse races in Pennsylvania, and 
could not refer to Maryland; that in Maryland, horse 
racing is not in violation of law, but permitted; and that 
the case in Cowper of a bet between two English lords 
on a horse race in France, where racing was not illegal, 
being held good, was a case precisely in point. 

Judge King said that the present leaning of his mind 
was that the plaintiff could not recover, and he would 
instruct the jury accordingly; but he would give the 
plaintiff’s counsel an opportunity to come in gn a motion 
for anew trial—Verdict for defendant; and rule for a 
new trial granted. 

For plaintiff, W. L. Hirst, esq.; for defendant J.Carey. 


1828.] 





Peter Bousquet, ‘1 
vs. April 8th and 9th, 
Matthew L. Bevan, 1828, 
and Wm. Porter. 

This cause was tried in the District Court for the city 

and county of Philadelphia, before Judge Hallowell, and 
a special Jury, Counsel for the Plaintiff, Charles 
Chauncey, Esq.-—for Defendant, Zalegman Phillips, 
Esq. 
The plaintiff had shipped a case of silk goods to Ma- 
racaibo, where not finding a ready sale, his consignee 
reshipped them in March, 1825, on board the brig Sa- 
rah Ann, belonging to the defendants and bound to Phi- 
ladelphia; the brig lay six weeks at Maracaibo wind 
bound, and arrived home about the middle of May, af- 
ter the ordinary passage of thirty-two days. On her 
arrival the goods were sent to the Custom House as usu- 
al for appraisement, and found to be spotted, for which 
the Plaintiff received an allowance, and took the goods 
to his store; he afterwards called in the Surveyors of 
damaged goods and two silk merchants, who considered 
the damage to exceed fifty per cent. The goods were 
sent to auction and sold for about $430; their value here 
at the time of arrival ifin a sound condition would have 
been $1035; the difference of these sums, with interest, 
was claimed as the measure of damages alleged to have 
been sustained by the want of skill and care in the con- 
veyance of the articles by the Captain, and in the want 
of a survey over the hatches. 

For the Defendant it wa$ proved that the brig came 
home in the usual passage, having but little or no had 
weather, that the cargo consisted of logwood and hides, 
which were in the hold, and came home in sound condi- 
tion, that the silks were carefully stowed in the Cap- 
tain’s State Room, on the top of a small lot of coffee in 
bags, which was covered with a sail; the box exhibited 
no signs.of having been wet, and the Plaintiff had said, 
that judging from the external appearance, he could not 
have imagined any injury had beensustained. The cof. 
fee proved to be in handsome order, and was sold at full 
price; the silks consisting principally of high coloured 
ribbons, were very damageable articles, and liable to in- 
juries from mildew and other damps of the Spanish 
Maine, the wet season usually commencing in January. 
The Plaintiff applied to the underwriters, who refused | 
to make good his loss, and did not apply to the defend- | 


ants until some months*afterwards when this suit was 
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proper precautions on finding them damaged when 
opened at the Custom House, that he was bound to no- 
tify the defendants of these facts and also of the time and 
place of sale, without which he was not at liberty to sa- 
crifice tne goods, (Smith vs, Martin 6 Binney 265:) that 
in point of law no survey over the hatches was necessary ; 
and in this instance could not possibly have benefitted the 
plaintiff, as the goods in question were in the cabin and 
the writ of survey did not extend beyond the hold: that 
it did not appear that any damage was received on board, 
and that it was a fair inference that they went on board 
in a damaged condition; at all events that the captain 
had not shown any want of skill or care in the transpor- 
tation. 

Judge Hallowell charged the Jury, that the defend- 
ants were liable on the bilkf lading signed by the mas- 
ter, for any want of skill ttention on his part which 
the plaintiff must prove in order to render the defend- 
ants liable: the learned Judge would not say, as the de- 
fendants’ counsel had argued, that it was absolutely ne- 
cessary for the plaintiff to have given them notice of the 
proceedings as the case would entirely turn on the ques- 
tion whether the injury was sustained by improper stow- 
age, sea-water or damp: if from the first or second of 
these causes the verdict should be for the plaintiff, but 
as this was a hard kind of action it should require strong 
proof to support it: the question for the Jury was, whe- 
ther the case was stowed in a safe and proper place?— 
whether this damage would have arisen if it had been in 
the hold; if there were a reasonable doubt as to the 
manner in which the injury was sustained, or if the jury 
should consider that every proper attention was paid to 
the stowage the verdict should be for the defendants.— 
His honour further stated that notwithanding a writ of 
survey over the hatches was a good precaution, yet the 
plaintiff had not shown any law to support his position 
that the captain was bound to have had the survey order; 
ed on his arrival. 

Verdict for the defendants. —Amer, Sent, 


ALLEGHENY RIVER-—KITTANNING, 


The Kittanning Gazette, after quoting the replies of 
Mr. Marshall, relative to the comparative expenses of 
manufacturing in the U. States and England, (see Re- 


brought, he had never notified them of the examination | gister, p. 168,) furnishes the following account of the 


or of the sale at auction. Both mates of the brig swore | 
that the case was carefully stowed away where no water | 


advantages of that neighbourhood as to manufactures, 


could possibly reach it, and Capt. Hawks, one of the | situation, prices of articles, kc. 


Surveyors was unable to determine whether the injury | 


arose from the sea water or damp. 

Mr. Chauncey for Plaintiff, contended that it was not 
necessary for the Plaintiff to have given the defendants 
notice of any of the measures preparatory to the insti- 
tuting of proceedings, the Surveyors having acted in the 
usua! manner; that the Captain of the brig had acted 
negligently in not applying for a writ of survey over the 
hatches on her arrival home, which rendered the owners | 
liable; if the plaintiff should recover in this action, the 
owners would have their remedy over against the mas- 
ter and the underwriters; he contended that the mea- 
sure of damages was the price the article was worth at | 
the port of delivery, and not the invoice price or amount 
insured, and for this cited Gillingham vy. Dempsey, 12 | 
Sergeant and Rawle, 183. 

Mr. Phillips for the defendants, contended that there | 
was abundant evidence that every attention had been | 


. nn 


By this it appears the price of building is the same in 
Hudson asin England; the machinery double the price, 
and fuel more than quadruple. Nothing is said respect-. 
ing the price of provisions. Hudson is in the eastern 
part of the state of New York. 

Now let us make a calculation of the expense of these 
things on the Allegheny river, (at Kittanning, for in- 
stance,) compared with that in Hudson. ~“Buildingss in 
Hudson about the same as in England,” this is very in- 
definite; but we may safely say that on the Allegheny 
they would not cost one half what they would in Hud: 
son. Here the best pine boards can be procured in any 
quantity for $5 per 1000 feet—other timber, shingles, 
&c. in the same proportion; brick $3 25, and abundance 
of excclient granite for the quarrying. 

No section of the Union has greater facilities for pro. 
pelling power than this, whether steam or water be used, 
This brings us to the article of fuel. That gentleman 


paid to the stowage of the goods; from the testimony of } states the price of coal in Manchester to be 10 c.p. 112Ib. 
the mates as well as the plaintiff’s assertion as to the ap- | which he says is less that one-fourth of the price of fuel 
pearance of the box no damage could have been sustain- | in Hudson. At Kittanning the best bituminous coal can 
ed by the sea, which would otherwise have left some | be procured for five cents per 112 Ibs, delivered at the 
traces on the outside; the defendants had complied with | works: the supply is inexhaustible. . The expense of 
their contract and delivered the case in the same condi-! steam power may be inferred from this; yet it is confi- 
tion as received on board. He insisted that the plaintiff | dently believed, that even in this country, water-power 
had made the loss (if any) his own, by not taking the | would be cheaper. ' 
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Nothing has been said respecting the price of provi- 
sions either in Hudson or Manchester; but we believe 
we are perfectly safe in setting that, at this place, down 
at one-half. However, as we have no certain data by 
which to make the comparison, we will quote a part of 
the Pittsburg prices, which are very near the same as 
those of Kittanning. 

Butter 6 a 7 cts.; cheese 54a 6; candles 9 a10; coffee 
g- in bags 16 a 18; cotton 84 a 9, 

Copperas 34 a 34; flour $3 p. bbl.; wheat 45; barley 
40; rye 31; corn 31—plenty. 

Onions, bush. 50a 75; pork 2} a3; potatoes 40; sugar 
N. O. lb. 74. 8; country do. 6; lump 16 a 17; loaf 17 a 
19; tallow, (ren.) 8. 

Beeswax 23; whiskey, old, gal. 28, new 19. 

As to facilities of ortation, no section of the 
Union is superior to this. uated at the head of steam 
boat navigation, and also near the great Pennsylvania ca- 
nal, and the almost certain prospect of the Allegheny 
becoming the channel by which the Canal and the Ohio 
river will be united with Lake Erie, it will at once com- 
mand the trade of the east, the west, and the north; cot- 
ton can be brought from New-Orleans, Alabama, or 
Tennessee, at from } to 1 cent per lb. and delivered at 
the factory. When manufactured, it can either be put 
into the steam boats and sent westward or northward, 
or upon the canal and be sent eastward, or thrown into 
the Pittsburg market. Drugs can be procured here as 
cheap as in the eastern states; and certainly wages are as 
low. 

It is one of the simplest positions in the world, that if 
a man can erect the buildings, procure the raw material, 
fuel, provisions, &c. at 40, 50, or 60 percent. less price 
than his neighbeur, his profits will be proportionably 
greater, or otherwise he can dispose of the manufactured 
article proportiorably lower. This, we belieyc, we have 
satisfactorily shown, would be the case in the coal dis- 
trict of the Allegheny river. 

Almost any species of the manufacture could be pro- 
secuted here to the greatest advantage, but especially 
such as require much power or fuel. No place could be 
better adapted to the manufacture of glass than this, on 
account of the cheapness of fuel, and the aburdance of 
the best sand. (see Geddes’s Report.) Our hills are filled 
with iron ore, and thickly covered with timber; conse- 
quently this is a profitable business, especially as there 
is very little expense attending its transportation to mar- 


et. 

The climate is delightful and remarkably healthy; 
here are no burning fevers or chilling agues to under- 
mine the constitution, and check the ardour of enter- 
prise and industry. Al] the necessaries of life are cheap 
and plenty; the country is rapidly populating and improv- 
ing. Here the great artificial channels of navigation 
meet the waters of the Mississippi, whose immense val- 
ley will soon be filled with inhabitants; and through 
these channels will those inhabitants seek a market. 
Here three of the most valuable minerals are found in 
exhaustless quantities: iron, coal and salt. Here may 
man enjoy all the blessings of life, and all the comforts of 
civilization; and here, eyentually, will be the key-stone 
between the east and the west. View this country in 
what light you may, you will see the foundation of great- 
ness and wealth. It is impossible that it can long escape 
the attention of capitalists and men of business: the 
canal passing through it will bring it into notice, and 
this is all that is necessary, 


ANNALS OF PHILADELPHIA. 


From the recovered minutes of the Common Council, 
from 1704 to 1776; extracted for the Pennsylvania 
Gazette. 


Thomas Oldman now producing to this board a leather 
fire buckett for a sample, the same is approved of and 
the board now agree with him to pay nine shillings for 


ANNALS OF PHILADELPHIA. 
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every buckett to the number of one hundred, provided 
they are equally good with the sample he now offers, & 
well painted with oil colours. 

Edward Nicholls now applying to the board for leave 
to make a vault before his house at a corner of Chesnut 
street, the board upon the sd application do allow the 
sd Edward Nicholls to make a yault paying twelve 
pounds p ann. as arent or acknowledganent to the cor- 
poration. 

Isaac Norris & Daniel Radley are desired to get the 
common shore near the bridge in Second st. immedi- 
diately repaired. 

4 July, 1730.—T. Griffiths, Mayor. 

The Mayor acquainted the board that the two ffire 
engines, and two hundred and fifty of the ffire buckets, 
which were sent for to England, are lately brought over, 
and desired the board would consider of proper places, 
not only to keep them from the weather, but also for 
the conveniency of speedily carrying them upon any ac- 
cident of fire. The board having taken the same into 
consideration, are of opinion, That one corner of the 
great meeting house yard will be a proper place to lodge 
one of the new Engines, the other new engine, at the 
corner of ffrancis Jones’s lott, which ffronts the ffront 
st. & Walnutt street, and the old Engine in a corner of 
the Baptist meeting house yard (if leave can be obtain- 
ed,) and that the bucketts be hung up in the court 
house. 

17 April, 1732—C. Hasell, Mayor. 

The board taking under consideration the frequent & 
tumultous meetings of the negroe slaves, especially on 
Sunday, Gaming, Cursing, Swearing & committing 
many other disorders, to the great terrour and disquict 
of the inhabitants of this city. In order not only to pre- 
vent such meeting & disorders for the ffuture, but also 
to prevent children & white servants meeting in such 
great numbers on the sd day to play games & make dis- 
turbances & noise in the city, Itis by this board, thought 
necessary that an ordinance be forthwith drawn & pre- 
pared to prevent the same. 

18 Aug. 1732. 

The Mayor acquainted the board that the Hon. Thos, 
Penn, Esq. one of our proprietors, being lately ariwedin 
this city, He thought it the duty of this board to give 
him a handsome welcome by providing a decent colla- 
tion to entertain him at the expense of the corporation, 
to which the board unanimously agreed, & the time ap- 
pointed is on Monday next at the Court-house, & the 
Mayor & Recordr. are desired to give the invitation to 
the Proprietor, Govr. & such gentlemen as they shall 
think proper to invite, & the Mayor & Aldn. Griffiths 
are appointed to make proper provision for the said En- 
tertainment.* 

29 Octr. 1733.—A Memorial from the Monthly Meet- 
ing of ffriends being read, It is ordered that a former or- 
der for preparing an Ordinance for the regulating of ne- 
groes & white servants within this city be further putt in 
execution, & that the person appointed for drawing it, 
produce the same at the next Council, that the same 
may be settled and passed. 

17 Octr. 1734. T. Lawrence, Mayor. 

25 Nov 1734—The Mayor exhibited to the board an 
acct, amounting to £9. 18. 6. he had paid to John New- 
burry for the Entertaining of Coll. Montgomery late 
Goy. of New York.—The board having taken sd. acct. 
intq consideration do order that the Treasurer of ye Cor- 
poration do pay the Mayor the sd. sum. 

28 July 1735—Edward Woulley exhibited an acct. 
amt. to ten shillings & six pence for work done to the 
tables & benches in the court house at the time of the 
entertainment of the proprietor. It is ordered that the 
treasurer pay the same. 

8 May, 1736—W. Allen, Mayor. 

20 Sepr. 1737.—The Clerk of the Market now Ex- 





* The same proceedings as above took place at the 
arrival of the Hon. John Penn, Esq. 
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hibiting to this Board a Complaint of several Nusances clamation for that purpose was ordered to be drawn, & 


that are at present in the 


Market by fiersons blowing of | that the same should be published in the City by the 


Meat, selling Goods, bringing Empty Carts & lying of Beadle: 


horses iit the Market place, The Board refer the said 
Complaint to the said Committee to Consult of proper 
measures to be taken for preventing the like Nusances 
for the future. 

8 Aug. 1737—C. Plumsted, Mayor. 

Alderman Roberts, Israel Pemberton & Joseph Pas- 
chal are appointed to get the part of High Street over 


ed 


ATHENEUM. 


Extracts from the Report of the Directors, read February 
4, 1898. 


Without attempting any comparison between this and 


the Swamp called Centre Swamp repaired, & an Arch | other institutions, we may claim for the Athenzum that 
made about two feet wide to carry off the Water & a | it unites great attractions of amusement and information, 


Causeway of Seventy feet wide with good ditches of 
each side & have the same completed with all expedi- 
tion. 

29 Augt. 1737.—Alderman Morris & Israel Pember- 
ton, two of the Persons appointed at the last Council to 
get the Arch made over High Street at ffourth Street 
have prepared now to continue the said Arch along ye 
sd ffourth Street until the Water ffalls into the Lotts of 
Anthony Morris, & to pave the same, it being about two 
hundred feet, if they can have the Liberty of getting Vo- 
luntary subscriptions & twenty-five pounds paid, the 
most of the Money which may hereafter be raised by a 
Tax, which proposal being Considered was agreed by 
the Board. 

5 June 1738—T. Griffiths, Mayor. 

The Mayor and Comonalty met in Council this day 
in order to wait on the Hon. Coll. George Thomas, our 
Gov. who arrived in this Government on Thursday last, 
to congratulate him on his safe arrival. 

3d July 1738—The Mayor acquainted the Board that 
several of the Barbers of this city had applied to him to 
take proper measures to prevent persons Exercising 
that trade on the first day of the week called Sunday, 
and the Mayor desired the opinion of the Board what 
measures would be proper to take for preventing that 
practice for the futare. The Board having taken the 
same. into Consideration do Order that notice sh’d. be 
forthwith given to all persons exercising the sd: Trade 
within this city to forbear following the Imploy on the 
sd. day or that the Law of the Province for restraining 
persons from working on the first day of the week should 
be strictly put in Execution against them. 


A Draught of an Ordinance for the better regulation of 
the more Effectual suppressing Tumultuous meetings & 
other disorderly doings of the Negroes, Mullatos, & In- 


dered to be left tothe further Consideration of the Board 
at their meeting. 


13 Oct 1740—C. Hassell, Mayor: 


The Board now took into Consideration the placing | candles, $171 59; wood and coal, 105 13;, librarian’s: 





which are dispensed in a manner that studies to consult 
every interest and disposition, during fifteen hours of 
every day except Sunday. The ample, airy, well light- 
ed, and well warmed apartments of the Athenzum, situ- 
ated as they are in the centre of business, and on one of 
our most beautiful public squares, are sufficiently well 
known to our citizens. But it may not be unprofitable 
information for our members and the public, to state 
that in the northern room there are regularly received 
and filed 81 American newspapers, of which 22 are pub- 
lished daily, 12 twice a eae and 47 once a week; be- 
sides two daily and two weekly British, and three daily 
French newspapers, and one weekly paper published 
in German in this city. In the same room are many vo- 
lumes of newspapers in regular series, some of them 
commencing with and illustrating the earliest periods of 
our history. In the southern room are regularly receiv- 
ed 41 literary and scientific journals, of which 18 are 
published in the United States, 20 in Great Britain, and 
3 in France. On the shelves may be found, and may 
be consulted at any moment, a library of current litera- 
ture, exceeding in number 4000 volumes. 

There are also in the rooms, more than sixty maps, 
some of them very rare, and the best Encyclopeedias, 
Gazetteers, and other works of reference and authority. 
It ought not to be omitted that strangers are admitted to 
the free use of the rooms, on the introduction of a mem- 
ber. From a record kept in the room, it appears that 
more than 1000 strangers were introduced during the 
past year. 

Thus furnished and conducted, it is believed that this 
Institution is entitled to a continuance of the public fa- 


; vour, and we may hope to an enlargement of its list of 
| members corresponding to its capacity for increased 
| usefulness. 

dian servts. & slaves within this City and Liberties there- Receipts during the year 
of was read and several amendments made and it was or- Expenditures 


$3186 51 
2742 7 





Of which were for purchase of books, $695 43;— 
newspapers, $535 60; postage $110; rent, 500; oil and 


of moving Stalls on the East side of the court house as | salary, $600; commissions $122 80; incidéntal $102 22. 


far as Letitia Court and there being formerly a model 
prepared by a committee, appointed by the Board for 


Directors. 
Roberts Vaux, ThomasI,Wharton, George Vaux, Wil- 


that purpose, and the Winter season of the year being | liam Smith, Jacob Gratz, Wm. Lehman, Quintin Camp- 
far advanced so that the same cannot be paved—It is the | bell, Benjamin Tilghman, John Vaughan, Clement C. 
opinion of this Board that the Middle of the Street from | Biddle, Peter S. Duponceau, Edward Ingersoll, John’ 
the Pillory to the sd. Letitia Court be forthwith posted | M. Scott, James S. Smith, Samuel Norris. 


and gravelled to the Breadth of Twenty foot. 
18 June, 1741—C. Hassell, Mayor. 
The Board having taken into consideration the Cur- | 





HISTORICAL ANECDOTE. 


There stands to this day, near the river Susquehanna, 


rency of the English Halfpence and the Disquict that is | in the borough of Harrisburgh, the trunk of a mulberry 


among’ the Inhabitants, occasioned by some persons re- | tree, that flourished in full vigour, when William Peni’ 
fusing to take them, as was lately agreed at a Meeting | first arrived in the Delaware. 


At the foot of this tree 


of the Merchants & others, & should the same be Low- | there is a grave, surrounded by 4 board fence. It is the 
ered as Intended by some at Eighteen to the shilling, it | sepulchre of the father of the founder of the presetit seat 


would be a means of having them carried'out of the Pro- | of government of Pennsylvania. 
vince, & persons trading would be at 2 loss to make | soon after Penn. 


He came to America 


small change. The Board thought proper that a De-| in humble life; and it is said assisted to clear away the 
claration should be made publick by the Board, that the | wood, grub the stumps, and open the streets of’ Phila- 
sd halfpence shd be taken at fifteen'to the shilling, which | delphia.. Being‘ an enterprising man, he soon became 
is adjudged to be nearest to such valuc, as might dis- | an active pioneer, and with the fruit of his industry com- 
courage too great a quantity being Imported, & at the | mencing #trade with 'the Indians, penetrated by degrees 
same time prevent their being carried away, & a Pro- + to the westward, until he reached the Susquehanna, o2 


/ 
f 


/ 


He was a Yorkshireman by birth, and © 
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the left bank of which river he built himself a cabin, and 
sat down permzhently at the very spot where the town 
of Harrisburg row stands. 

Here he deposited his merchandise, and opened a pro- 
fita#le commerce with his red neighbours, who were nu- 
merous about the Paxton creek, and had several villages 
in its vicinity, along the Susquehanna shore. Mr, Har- 
tis acquired the friendship of most of these tribes, re- 
ceiving their peltry and other objects of Indian traffic, 
for his ammunition and rum. This ted to an active ex- 








domestic fidelity, and above all of the watchfulness of 
Him ‘who alone can inflict or “withhold the stroke of 
death.” 

It may not be irrelevant to mention a few statistical 
facts illustrative of the change that has taken place, since 
the date of the foregoing adventure, on the spot to which 
the narrative refers. 

Mr. John Harris, son of the subject of this communi- 
cation, founded a town on his patrimonial estate, in 1785, 
which he called Harrisburg; and built an elegant stone 


change of commodities, and gradtally enabled him to} mansion where the hut had stood, and about one hun 


purehase the land adjacent to lis establishment, and to 
undertake considerable agricultural improvements. * 


dred and fifty yards from the celebrxted mulberry tree. 
Harrisburg, now the seat of the State government of 


The majestic Susquehanna, nearly a mile broad, flow- | Pennsylvania, contains a population of nearly four thou- 


ed int front of his hut, while along its high banks nothing 
was to be seen but one dark mass of woods, reaching to 
the suminit of the lofty hills that bounded the view in 
every direction. In the bosom of this wilderness Mr. 
Harris’s family was located, and here was bern Mr. John 
Ilarris, who, in the year 1785, laid out [fertisburg, and 
who was tlie first white child bern fo the west of Conc- 
wago creck. 

In this state of things, it happened one day, that a 


number of his Indian customers, who had been drinking | 


freely, called for an additional supply of ram; On Mr. 
Harris’s refusing to gratify them, they dragged him from 
his hut, and bound him to that very mulberry trec, at 
the foot of which he now lies buried. 

Here they declared to burn kim alive, and bade him 
prepare for instant death. Dry wood was gathered and 
fire held in readiness to kindle it; the yells of the exas- 
perated savages echoed ulong the shores while with de- 
moniac gestures they danced around their victim. Death 
in its most cruel form was before him, and bereft of hope 
he gave himself for lost. In vain did he supplicate for 
mercy, and offer every thing in exchange for life; deaf 
to his entreaties, and determined on his destruction, they 
declared he should die. The fire was brought to the 
pile, and about being applied, when a bend of friendly 
Indians, in numbers sufficient to rescue him, burst from 


the woods and set him at liberty. | 


These Indians were led on by a negro man named 


Hercules, a slave belonging to Mr. Harris, who at the | 


) 
j 


first alarm ran to a neighbouring tribe to beg for suc- | 
cour, and now brought it to his master’s relief. The de- 
liverance was well timed. A moment’s delay would | 
have been fatal. The presence of mind, the decision, 
the specd of this negro alone saved the respectable Mr. 
Harris; and so sensible was he of the great service ren- 
dered to him by this poor slave, that he instantly emanci- 
pated him, and the descendants of the worthy Hercules 
now reside at Harrisburg, and enjoy their freedom so 
nobly won, in the bosom of the large community who 
occupy the ground on which the occurrence took 
place. 

Wherever this story is related, let the virtuous Afri- 
tan share largely in our praise and admiration. 

An escape 80 providential was suited to make a deep 
and lasting impression on the mind of Mr. Harris. Pi- 
ous and grateful feeling's fastened on the heart. It was 
a signal deliverance; it was a manifest evidence of God’s 
merciful interposition. Struck with this conviction, Mr. 
Harris, in order to perpetuate the memory of it among 
his own «lescendants, directed that at his death his body 
should be deposited at the foot of this mulberry tree; 
and there it lies, a memento at once of savage cbriety, 


; 





* We learn from some of Mr. Harris’s descendants, 
that he had, previous to his emigration; worked as a 
brewer in London, and that he brought with him to this 
country sixteen guineas, which was the whole of his pro- 
perty. . His first purchase of land on the Susquehanna 
was a tract of five hundred acres from Edward Shippen, 
for which he paid £190. The deed is dated 19 Dec. 
1733. Mr. Harris was the first person who introduced 
the use of the plough in the neighbourhood of the Sus- 
quehanna. 








sand souls. It communicates with the opposite shore 
by acovered bridge nearly a mile long, erected by the 
State and individaals at an expense of 195,000 dollars. 
The public buildings for the accommodation of govern- 
ment are very splendid, and cost 252,000 dollars, and 
were paid for out of the State treasury. 

This borough is the county town of Dauphin, and con- 
tains six churches, two of which are handsome,and were 
constructed by Mr. Hills, an architect of taste and sci- 
ence.* There are four hundred dwelling houses, and a 
probability of a great increase; when the Pennsylvania 
canal shali be finished, for that useful work will pass 
through the town. The court-house is a spacious and 
convenient building. A theatre was erected a few 
years ago, but rather prematurely. The borough has 
considerable trade, and sustains a Bank in good reputa- 
tion. SAMUEL BRECK. 

Of the Counly of Philadelphia. 


P. S.—The foregoing narrative was submitted in sub- 
stance to the inspection of Mr. Robert Harris, and de- 
clared by him to be correct. 





* Since the date $f Mr. Breck’s communication, a Ro- 
matt Catholic and a Methodist church, both very neat 
buildings, have been added to the number. The form- 
er is indeed an exceedingly pretty edifice and is erected 
on & handsome site about midway between the State 
house and the river. A new front to the Presbyterian 
church, which was formerly destituté of architectural 
beauty, has greatly in’proved its appearance. The 
churches in Harrisburg are now the following, viz.— 


| Two Methodist, an Episcopalian, a Presbyterian, a Lu- 
| 


theran, a German Calvinist, a Roman Catholic, and ar 
Unitarian. — Mem: Penn. Historical Society. 


Apprentices Library. 


The average number of boys using the Library during 
the past year, exceeded 600; being considerably greater 
than at any former time. The new applicants during 
the same period amounted to 612, and those now using 
the Library 778. New members elected since last re- 
port19. Receipts $550 25, expenditures 561 02. 

Weather—On Monday last it commenced snowing 
early in the morning, and continued to snow during the 
day; notwithstanding the ground was unprepared by the 
rains of the previous day, to retain it; the depth of snow 
was several inches. ‘There was also snow at Harris- 
burgh. 

New Post Office. —The Postmaster General has esta- 
blisked a new post office at Penn township, Philadel- 
phia county, and Jeremiah Hukill, esq. has been ap- 
pointed post master. 
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